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Oktodes (also applies to Heptodes, Hexodes) 
 
Problem: 
 
The RoeTest has 2 positive (normally anode voltage and G2 voltage) and  
two negative (normally G1 + G3 voltages) voltage sources (besides the 
heater voltage supply). But Oktodes have more electrodes than voltage 
sources are available.  
 
Solution: 
 
The approach is the same as with other tube testing devices. Just connect  
several electrodes to a voltage source and  the electrodes are measured 
together. 
 
Example: KK2 
 
An excerpt from a data sheet: 

 
A and G2 are connected to a common voltage source (+1), G3,5 are connected to 
the second positive voltage source (+2), G1 is connected to the first negative voltage 
source (-1) and G4 to the second negative voltage source (-2). The correct 
assignment of the electrodes to the voltage sources is done by the “tube type” 
(see  associated file). There is defined which electrode is connected to which 
voltage source. 
 

As there are different possibilities of the assignment  there are also different  
data sets (for  example Oktode, Oktode2, …). 
  
So when measuring A+G2 are measured together. The measured  current 
must therefore be compared to a  total of 6.6 mA  for 100% (2.9 mA anode  
current and 3.7 mA G2 current). According to this the tube data have to be defined: 



 

 

 

 

 


